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telegraph) led to the resignation on July 2 of four ministers, members of the Constitutional Democratic Party. It will be remembered that the offensive in Galicia began on June 18 and bogged down by the end of the month. It was at this critical juncture that a weakened and disunited Provisional Government was faced with a near insurrection.
THE JULY UPRISING
In the closing days of June the political atmosphere of the capital was charged with electricity. The Petrograd garrison was hostile to the offensive; and persistent rumors of the impending transfer of the "revolutionary" regiments to the front, as well as the refusal of the government to grant the customary summer furloughs to the older classes of the mobilized men, added to the restlessness of the troops. Closing of the factories, shortages of supplies, and the spiraling of the cost of living demoralized the workers and fomented discontent. It was believed that the calling off of the Bolshevik demonstration of June 10 was but a postponement, a belief strengthened by the massive display of Bolshevik slogans during the manifestation of June 18, Moreover, the patent helplessness of the Provisional Government invited revolt The more extreme elements among the idle soldiers and workers craved action and grew impatient with the seemingly inexplicable timorousness and procrastination of the revolutionary leadership.
The initiative of the uprising which began in the late afternoon of July 3 came from the First Machine-Gun Regiment, a unit noted for its revolutionary zeal. Although friendly to the Bolsheviks, the machine gunners would seem, in this instance, to have acted contrary to the wishes not only of the Petrograd Soviet but also of Lenin and other Bolshevik leaders who opposed insurrection at this time and counseled patience. The call to armed rebellion met with ready response. Kron-stadt sent a contingent of eager sailors; troops and workers poured into the streets; and huge crowds advanced menacingly towards the Taurida Palace. The insurgents clamored that the Central Executive Committee should immediately supersede the Provisional Government This the committee refused to do and, indeed, branded the uprising as treasonable and "a stab in the back of our gallant army" (Jiily 3). The Bolshevik Party, however, assumed the leadership of the movement, ostensibly to direct it into peaceful channels and to prevent counter-revolutionary outbreaks. Bolshevik headquarters at the